
“True love; life’s too short to do it any other way!”  Catharine 

Sherrill believes her destiny is to marry a great man.  When 

searching for a stray cow she discovers hundreds of Indians 

approaching for an attack on Watauga Fort.  She outruns the 

warriors and leaps for the outstretched hands of handsome 

Lieutenant John Sevier who pulls her over the wall and nick-

names her “Bonny Kate.”  He is the perfect man, but she dis-

covers her hero is happily married with eight children.  Bonny 

Kate’s talents as foot-racer, riflewoman, and horse breeder 

soon make her the “sweetheart of the mountains,” but find-

ing her very own sweetheart is the greatest challenge of all! 
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A Classic Romantic Love Story 
 

Catharine Sherrill’s adventure begins in July of 

1776 when Lieutenant John Sevier pulls her over 

the wall of Watauga Fort to escape the deadly pur-

suit of Cherokee warriors.  The lieutenant, consid-

ered the “handsomest man in the west,” is also 

the most charming, fun-loving, and active man 

among the leaders of the fort.  The beautiful, un-

married, Catharine quickly develops warm feelings 

for the man she regards as her personal hero.  

Even after finding out the lieutenant is already 

married, she feels an attraction to him that never 

fails to delight her in every innocent encounter.  

By the time the siege ends and the life of the com-

munity returns to normal, she has a new nick-

name, “Bonny Kate,” and a new reputation as 

“someone to watch out for.” 

 

Finding true love and settling new territory is not 

easy in a country at war, but Bonny Kate finds a 

new best friend when she meets Sarah, the 

matchmaker.  Inspired by Sarah’s example, Bonny 

Kate overcomes all obstacles and makes the right 

choices, until Divine Providence intervenes, and 

reveals the true purpose that fulfills her destiny. 

About the Author 
 

Mark Strength, a fresh voice in the genre of his-

torical fiction, is a relentless researcher and per-

severing perfectionist.  He is naturally drawn to 

heroic, beautiful and romantic stories of life and 

reads everything he can find about history, biogra-

phy, geography, science, investments and eight-

eenth century living.  He attended Auburn Univer-

sity where he studied geology and business in 

preparation for a career in jewelry retailing.  His 

skill at writing surfaced as he managed jewelry 

sales and wrote training materials for a Fortune 

500 employer.  His writing career in corporate 

communications led him to attempt the historical 

novel.  Mark lives in Smyrna, Tennessee, with his 

lovely wife Lynn, and their three sons. 

What Can Bonny Kate Do For You?  
 

Bonny Kate is not only a book of emotional depth and romantic passion, it is a book of discovery.  After 

the first couple of chapters you begin to realize that this is not an ordinary work of fiction.   

 You meet characters who appear to be real people with incredible detail given to introduce them. 

 You witness the beginning of the Cherokee War of 1776 and experience the attack on Watauga Fort. 

 You are given reliable dates providing a time-line of important events in the frontier settlements. 

 You experience life on the frontier farm with all its seasons and activities. 

 You discover family relationships among the characters that most historians ignore, but relationships 

explain why people behaved as they did in many situations. 

 You listen in on the discussions of the leaders of Watauga as they achieve extraordinary diplomatic 

accomplishments outside the boundaries of British colonial America by dealing directly with the 

Cherokees to find the freedom they longed to secure. 

 You see democracy, and self-government being established by the Watauga Association several years 

before independence was won elsewhere.   

 In this book you become a time traveler in Revolutionary America, yet despite the historical accuracy, 

Bonny Kate remains a deeply satisfying romance that you can enjoy reading again and again! 

Readers Praise Bonny Kate 
 

 “I couldn’t put it down!” 

 “I didn’t want it to end!” 

 “Totally satisfying, just the way I want a good 

romance to turn out!” 

 “Men say they enjoy it for the history and the 

action, but it is definitely a romance!” 


